
Appendix to News statement 
 
War Memorials Trust reports on cases of theft and vandalism to war memorials 
associated with war memorials during 2022-23  
 
Date of issue: 29th June 2023 
 
The following are war memorials that War Memorials Trust is aware have been subject to attempted theft, theft or vandalism such as graffiti during 
the 2022-23. Cases are listed by country then county and links to press reports are given where available to provide further information. Occasionally 
cases may not be included if there are issues around confidentiality or criminal proceedings.   
 
Please be aware that War Memorials Trust often does not have photographs it can share as we rely on information collected or provided from the 
public which means we are unlikely to hold copyright for these. Photographs found on War Memorials Online may be available, subject to terms and 
conditions www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/terms-conditions.  
 

England 

County Location War Memorials Online Nature of incident 
Date of 
incident 

Further details of story 

Cheshire Sandbach 
Sandbach  

WMO/131079 (WM7719) 

Anti-social behaviour – 
wreath and wooden cross 

damage 
Feb 2023 

BBC 
Cheshire Police 

 
County 
Durham 

 

Shildon 
Shildon 

WMO/173943 (WM486) 
Vandalism – vehicle damage Oct 2022 Custodians requested advice 

Cumbria 
Kirkby 

Stephen 
Kirkby Stephen Civic Memorial 

WMO/182732 (WM11493) 
Anti-social behaviour – litter Jun 2022 

 
Daily Mirror 
Daily Mail  

 

Cumbria Penrith 

 
Penrith Arch 

WMO/119540 (WM4358) 
 

Vandalism - arson Aug 2022 Custodians requested advice 

Derbyshire Derby 
Allenton/Shelton Lock 

WMO/189134 (WM5436) 

Anti-social behaviour near a 
war memorial – bench 

damaged by a BBQ 
Apr 2022 Metro 

http://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/terms-conditions
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/131079
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-stoke-staffordshire-64703616
https://www.cheshire.police.uk/news/cheshire/news/articles/2023/2/man-arrested-in-connection-with-damage-at-sandbach-war-memorial/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/173943
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/182732/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/locals-slam-appleby-horse-fair-27218414
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10896049/Appleby-Horse-Fair-Furious-locals-say-war-memorial-left-desecrated.html
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/119540/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/189134
https://metro.co.uk/2022/04/03/derby-memorial-bench-damaged-after-somebody-decided-to-have-bbq-on-it-16397625/


Derbyshire Woodthorpe 
Woodthorpe 

WMO/175683 (WM1759) 

Vandalism – drunk driver 

crashed into memorial 
Jun 2022 Derbyshire Times 

Derbyshire Derby 
Derby (Midland Railway 

Cenotaph) 
WMO/122731 (WM4107) 

Vandalism – driver crashed 

into memorial following police 

pursuit 

Aug 2022 Derbyshire Live 

East Sussex Hailsham 

 
Hailsham  

WMO/185437 (WM5876) 
 

Anti-social behaviour around 

war memorial 
Jun 2022 Sussex World 

Greater 
London 

Havering 

 
Hornchurch 

WMO/208508 (WM9441) 
 

Vandalism – damage to stone 

step 
May 2022 Romford Recorder 

Greater 
Manchester 

Manchester 

 
J and N Philipps WW1 and WW2 

WMO/190802 (WM3332) 
 

Graffiti  Jun 2022 Manchester Evening News  

 
Greater 

Manchester 
 

Standish 
Standish Pillar 

WMO/105483 (WM733) 
Vandalism – vehicle damage Oct 2022 Manchester Evening News  

Kent Chatham 

 
CWGC Chatham Naval Memorial  

WMO/93080 (WM1859) 
 

Graffiti Oct 2022 Kent Live 

Lincolnshire Spalding 

 
Spalding  

WMO/151043 (WM6530) 
 

Graffiti  Jun 2022  
Spalding Today 

 

London Marylebone  

 
Marylebone (Church of the 

Annunciation calvary) 
WMO/105627 (WM1954) 

 

Graffiti Jul 2022 Custodians requested advice 

London Mitcham 
Mitcham 

WMO/134315 (WM7030) 
Theft - bronze swords Jul 2022 My London 

https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/175683
https://www.derbyshiretimes.co.uk/news/crime/chesterfield-drink-driver-charged-after-crash-flattened-town-war-memorial-3754895
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/122731
https://www.derbytelegraph.co.uk/news/derby-news/live-updates-car-smashes-derby-7481608
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/185437/
https://www.sussexexpress.co.uk/news/crime/youngsters-cause-damage-by-hailsham-war-memorial-3725997
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/208508
https://www.romfordrecorder.co.uk/news/crime/hornchurch-war-memorial-st-andrews-damaged-8938942
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/190802
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/man-left-angry-upset-continued-24213181
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/105483
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/audi-ploughs-war-memorial-greater-25392026
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/93080
https://www.kentlive.news/news/kent-news/chatham-naval-memorial-defaced-disrespectful-7716238
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/151043/
https://www.spaldingtoday.co.uk/news/graffiti-removed-from-war-memorial-9259244/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/105627/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/134315
https://www.mylondon.news/news/south-london-news/bronze-swords-stolen-south-london-24542836#comments-wrapper


Norfolk Dereham 

 
Dereham WWII Gingko Tree 
WMO/294608 (WM12630) 

 

Vandalism – damage Feb 2023 Dereham Times  

Norfolk Norwich 

 
Norwich Boer War  

WMO/174779 (WM6696) 
 

Graffiti Nov 2022 Eastern Daily Press 

Norfolk Norwich 

 
Citizens of Norwich 

WMO/103824 (WM2159) 
  

Graffiti Feb 2023 Eastern Daily Press 

Suffolk Herringswell 

 
Herringswell 

WMO/118147 (WM1807) 
 

Vandalism – vehicle damage Dec 2022 Suffolk News 

West 
Yorkshire 

Ilkley 

 
Ilkley 

WMO/197927 (WM4495) 
 

Graffiti Oct 2022 Via Twitter 

Worcestershire Redditch 

 
Beoley Centenary 

WMO/290965 
 

Graffiti 
June 
2022 

Redditch Advertiser 

 

Northern Ireland 

County Location War Memorials Online Nature of incident 
Date of 
incident 

Further details of story 

County Derry 
Derry / 

Londonderry 

 

Londonderry 
WMO/153462 (WM6036) 

 

Anti-social behaviour – 
wreaths 

Aug 2022 
BBC News 

Belfast Telegraph 

County Down Kilkeel 

 

NI Citizens Memorial (assumed) 
WMO/246620  

 

Anti-social behaviour – 
wreaths 

Oct 2022 The Irish News 

County Tyrone Stewartstown 

 

Stewartstown 
WMO/159707 

 

Vandalism – floral tributes set 
on fire 

May 2022 Belfast Telegraph 

https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/294608
https://www.derehamtimes.co.uk/news/23345601.dereham-war-memorial-tree-fleece-meadow-vandalised/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/174779/
https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/23109757.norwich-war-memorial-graffitied-ahead-remembrance-sunday/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/103824
https://www.eveningnews24.co.uk/news/23320833.norwich-animal-rebellion-apologise-war-memorial-paint/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/118147
https://www.suffolknews.co.uk/bury-st-edmunds/news/war-memorial-knocked-over-after-being-hit-by-vehicle-9289004/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/197927/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/290965/
https://www.redditchadvertiser.co.uk/news/20246778.war-memorial-vandalised-redditch/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/153462/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-62735795
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/theft-of-londonderry-war-memorial-wreaths-being-treated-as-hate-crime/41950789.html
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/246620/
https://www.irishnews.com/news/northernirelandnews/2022/10/24/news/police_treating_vandalism_of_co_down_war_memorial_as_hate_crime-2871592/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/159707
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/unionist-politicians-condemn-destruction-of-floral-falklands-war-tribute-in-co-tyrone-which-is-being-treated-as-hate-crime-41632312.html


 

Scotland 

County Location War Memorials Online Nature of incident 
Date of 
incident 

Further details of story 

Dumfriesshire Lochmaben 
Lochmaben 

WMO/160636  (WM12508) 

 
Vandalism - Damaged by 

vehicle  
 

Jul 2022 DnG24 

 
Edinburgh 

 
Edinburgh 

Edinburgh City Chambers 
WMO/132607 (WM486) 

Vandalism – wreaths set 
on fire  

Nov 2022 BBC 

Lanarkshire Glasgow 

 
Glasgow Cenotaph 

WMO/101074 (WM706) 
 

Graffiti Jul 2022 Glasgow Evening Times 

 

Wales 

County Location War Memorials Online Nature of incident 
Date of 
incident 

Further details of story 

Flintshire Buckley 

 
Hawkesbury  

WMO/271201 (WM11854) 
 

Graffiti Nov 2022 BBC 

 
Gwynedd 

 
Bangor 

Bangor 
WMO/106548 (WM1963) 

Anti-social behaviour – 
people seen kicking the 

memorial  
Jan 2023 Daily Post  

 

https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/160636
https://www.dng24.co.uk/urgent-repair-calls-for-damaged-memorial/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/132607
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-edinburgh-east-fife-63624149
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/101074
https://www.glasgowtimes.co.uk/news/20588575.glasgows-cenotaph-vandalised-twice-two-weeks/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/271201
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-63621473
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/106548/
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/youths-cause-appalling-damage-bangor-26082259

